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Warehouse triumphs in Italy

The Warehouse Theatre Company have just returned from Italy after taking part in Italy’s prestigious play festival Extra Candoni, administered by Centro Servisi Spettacoli di Udine, and presented at the Teatro San Georgio in Udine in the north east of the country.

The play MOTHER RUSSIA by Alex Evans was presented alongside plays from companies in Rome, Florence, Naples, Bari, Milan and Udine.  MOTHER RUSSIA was directed by Ted Craig and starred Jan Waters, Freddie Huntington and George Savvides.  Jan Waters’ illustrious career has included the West End hits Noises Off and The Mousetrap.  Freddie Huntington was recently seen at the Warehouse Theatre in Being Olivia, and George Savvides can be seen in the forthcoming film Bigger than Ben.   The production of Mother Russia was presented with sur-titles organised by the Warehouse Theatre’s Evita Bier, a fluent Italian speaker. 
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Croydon Jazz Festival

We are very pleased to be working with the Croydon Jazz Festival through our production of BUT BEAUTIFUL (which is excellent, and runs until Sunday 24 June). 

30th Birthday Celebration

The Birthday Celebration Performance on Thursday 17 May was a great success. The Mayor of Croydon led the celebrations. The performers taking part were Sue Appleby, Rae Baker, Jeremy Barlow, Stefan Bednarczyk, Kit Benjamin, Jeffery Kissoon, Paul Prescott, Liza Sadovy, Simon Slater and Andrew C Wadsworth.  There were songs, magic and excerpts from Dick Barton, Being Olivia, Cheapside and Sugar Hill Blues. The champagne reception and after-show buffet and drinks were sponsored in memory of our former Chair of the Board, Hazel Sharples.

CaféBar 

New proprietors will take over our CaféBar in the second week of July.
We will develop the business to provide new services for our customers leading to a new expanded CaféBar in our new theatre.

New Theatre

We continue to work hard on the plans for the new theatre and were thrilled to recently receive the first visuals from Foster & Partners, which are very impressive We stay in our present building until the new theatre is ready.
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Proud to be ‘Made in Croydon’

Young Dick Barton, entirely ‘Made in Croydon’ was a sell out success – exceeding its financial targets and requiring a weeklong extension to its programmed run, which ended on Sun 25 Feb. However, we have been forced to restructure our operation in response to Croydon Council ceasing our annual grant. We have had to make three redundancies (the staff is now reduced to three full time and one part time) and cease ‘in house’ producing for the time being. This is a severe blow to Croydon’s artistic life and means for the first time in 30 years no professional productions will be ‘Made in Croydon’. This has an important impact on the London Mayor’s Cultural strategy and Croydon’s place as a ‘cultural hub’.  The theatre plans to resume in-house productions in its new theatre building opening on the Gateway site in autumn 2009. It is important to note that no other professional arts organisation actually makes any professional theatre in Croydon. Everything, apart from the Warehouse Theatre’s ‘Made in Croydon’ programme is imported from arts companies based elsewhere in the country.

Theatre4Kidz – a  great introduction to theatre

Our new Theatre4Kidz leaflet for May to July is now available.  This programme, which has been running for 30 years, is entirely unsubsidised and attended by 100 children every Saturday morning. 

Croydon Clocktower has started to run a similar programme, heavily subsidised, and operating in direct competition in the same time slot. This is a sad example of the council refusing to work in partnership with the voluntary sector with the aim of expanding the overall arts provision in the town – instead duplicating arts facilities, which directly compete with existing programmes. 

Theatre Licence

A few weeks after Croydon Council cut our grant, the theatre had a formal visit from the Council’s health & safety officers. The theatre had a couple of minor issues that it has had to put right including items such as carrying out health and safety assessments. We are pleased therefore to have a clean bill of health and a theatre licence that should take us through to our new theatre building.

Annual General Meeting

At the theatre’s annual general meeting, the Chair of the Board stepped down after several years in the ‘hot seat’. John Ball has been a tower of strength to the theatre and steered it through difficult times. Under John Ball’s leadership the theatre operated in-year surpluses of £15 - £22,000, enabling the theatre to plan for the future and engage with Stanhope on our new theatre plans. The board unanimously passed a vote of thanks to John for his hard work and continued dedication to the theatre.

We are always looking for new directors to join our board. If you are interested please email the company secretary: board@warehousetheatre.org.uk for details of what’s involved and when.

Volunteer Programme

The theatre continues to run a strong volunteer programme, supported by Croydon Voluntary Action, schools and colleges in the local area. Recent placements have included placements waiting to go to basic training with the LFCDA, transition between school and work for those with learning difficulties and a host of other keen volunteers. The theatre has a strong team of ‘front of house’ volunteers too. If you would like to volunteer at the Warehouse, join our front of house team or undertake a work placement, please contact Rose Marie Vernon: rose@warehousetheatre.co.uk
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We are grateful to London Councils for its continued support of our work, particularly our Education programme. This grant is important in delivering our work with refugees and other disadvantaged groups. Its also good news for Croydon as we are one of the few organisations based in the borough to receive a grant from this pan -London body.  For further details please email our education and outreach co-ordinator: rose@warehousetheatre.co.uk  

