Young Dick Barton
Warehouse Theatre,
Croydon -

FAST, furious and fun — oh such fun.
Thers is a plot weaving through the
show but my advica is not to try and
follow if ton elasely — nar laugh too.
long at the jokes because you will
cartalnly miss the next one and
pogsibly the one after that. They pour
helter skelter out of the script.

L The Incredibly hard-warking cast are
such masters of disguiss, accents and
wocal talents that it ks something of 2
shaock to seejust six [ine up for thair
curtain call. There are the good -
young Bick and his school pal, and the
bad like Al Carrumba, playad. lika Noel
Coward with a foreign accant by the
talented Stefan Badnarczyk, who wrots
the clever lyrics to the show's many -
SONGgS-

Ag with the other Dick Barton
adventures which have emanatad 8o
successhully from the Warshouse
theatre, the plot is moved along in cut
glass tonas by the BBC radia
announcer - Duncan Wisbey, who is
ragponsible for the whole script,
-gallivanting through the lines to
perfection.

Jerarmy Barlow, cutiing his
professional teeth In the part, is young
Dick, equalling the acting ability round
hirn with aplomb {or 2 Nice Young Flum
Duff — and we thought NYPD was
someathing completely different!).

Wanderful visual gags include the
might of King Kong and a human
computer complete with abacus and a
real versicn of that infurating computer
egg timer with which wa are so familiar,

hdusic for the songs is often
barrowad and wa gat new words to the
Modem Major General's patier song
fram Pirates of Penzance and
wonderful Welsh miners in great
harmaony singing to Cwm Rhondda.

Modearn refarences are usad in old
fashioned ways |ike the Genie of the
Lamp-whao iz somy ta keep Young Dick
wadting for a response, acknowledging
“Your-wish Is important to us™ and we
learn that Dick's first kiss feats like
tripe, only warmer! The ‘kissee’ Is the
miarcurial Christine Holman who tums
from schiol chum into a wicked girl in

. black to a charming blonde in the: blink

of an eye. ;
Directed so expartly by Ted Craig, |
urga you 1o go, totry and Imqp pace
with the comedy-and delight in a
bravura production from our threatened
Jewel, the Warehiouse Theatre.
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